Monday, April 21, 2003
Deuteronomy 16:1 - 17:20


Beginning in 17:14, Moses gives instructions about a king for Israel. God’s will for Israel was not a monarchy, but He knew that one day the people would demand to have a king just like the nations surrounding them. Joshua would not live forever, Aaron was already gone, and Moses was about to die. Others, like the priests and judges, would be appointed by God to rule the people. A king would not rule Israel for another 300 years, but eventually the people would reject God in favor of an earthly king. God instructed that the king would be chosen by Him and directed by Him, and God would remain the provider for the people.

The king was not to build up wealth or great numbers of horses. Strong armies (the need for many horses) could lead the king to rely on his own strength and believe that Israel prevailed militarily through her own power. Great wealth could lead him to believe that the nation had no need for God’s provision. The king was also to study God’s law daily and follow His will carefully. By this he would be a humble servant of his Lord.

The king was not to marry many wives. Political alliances were often sealed by marriage which introduced foreign gods into the nation the bride entered. The king was not to be like the world in building alliances with nations that followed false gods. He was to follow the Lord and rely on His ability to provide the nation’s needs even in politics.

Today we should not think of our nation as God’s chosen nation in the same sense as Israel in Moses’ time. Jesus said that His kingdom is spiritual and is made up of His followers from all nations. On the other hand, as Christians we should strive to follow God’s will as workers, voters, and citizens of a nation that, like all nations, is under the authority of our Creator. [image: image1.png]



